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Re: DOCKET # !XW-02031CP

I am writing to express my strong SUPPORT for the petition before you to
ban forced molting. It has been well established that forced molting
produces such extreme stress upon the hens that infection flourishes and
spreads throughout the hen population. Ultimately, egg consumers will
unknowingly run the risk of contracting the same infectious agent.

As soon as I read about this hideous practice of withholding food from
these birds, I was overcome with sadness, disgust, and anger. I think the
fact that the issue of food safety is compounded by the fact that there is
massive animal cruelty should compel you to act to ban forced molting. If
the FDA reviews evidence in an objective manner, I think you must support
this change in the treatment of creatures who supply a widely used food .
Acting to protect the hens is a public health issue, as well as a compelling
moral issue of compassionate treatment of live animals.

I shall be ftillcwing this issue and am working tc) educate others. I no
longer consider eggs an acceptable food source knowing how the hens are
treated. I urge you to use your power to take action to stop animal
suffering and consumer exposure to a tainted food source.

Sincerely,
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